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Next week:
Week B

Assembly Theme:
The Power of showing up

Events All Week

Year 13 Mocks

Monday 12 January

Year 11 Collective Worship

Tuesday 13 January

Year 10 Collective Worship

Sixth Form Open Afternoon

Year 10-13 Drama Trip

Wednesday 14 January

Year 12 Collective Worship

Sixth Form Open Afternoon

Thursday 15 January

Year 7 Collective Worship

Sixth Form Open Afternoon

Friday 16 December

Year 8 & 9 Collective Worship

The Term Ahead

It is a real pleasure to wish you a Happy New Year – January 2026 

marks the continuation of a school year, but also the opportunity to 

introduce new things too.

An exciting development for us this term is our new website. For 

the past term, we have been working on this project, and it will be 

launched in the next few weeks, We believe it is more intuitive, 

and we would value any feedback you have once it is up and 

running.

Another focus for us this term is embedding our approach to 

spirituality. You will have seen us use the phrase >Something 

More? to describe spiritual education – consideration beyond the 

ordinary of the bigger questions which are at the heart of our 

humanity. As staff, we considered this in relation to AI on our 

training day on Monday.

For students, we’ve begun term considering the Feast of Epiphany 

and a fascinating exploration of the stars. Contemplation of our 

amazing night skies consistently points us to ask the question, ‘Is 

there something more? We are excited to continue our work 

throughout the term, considering the >Something More? of each 

subject in lessons, in extra-curricular work and in assemblies too.

As we start 2026, therefore, we are grateful to be a community 

where these big questions can be explored. As a Church of 

England school, that is - of course - part of our mandate.

Miss Silverthorne
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We are a Church of England School

Core Values in Action

If you know of any student who you think is eligible for a Core Values in Action award, please email 

newsletter@bishopstopford.com 

Our Core Values in Action awards recognise students for embodying our school’s values in their local communities.  

We always love to celebrate their contributions which represent our school so well.

The following students receive CViA awards this week:

Sophia Lorentzen (9E) , Matthew Olupitan (9S),  Precious Abiona (10G), and Tom Rochester (13S),  for conducting 

an incredible set of interviews for a national role in the Growing Faith team at the Church of England.

It feels fitting to start the new year with our new school prayer, written by students last year in celebration of 

our 60 year anniversary.

It would be wonderful if this prayer were carried forward by our school community for the next 60 years- taking 

us to 2085!

It is a beautiful prayer, and I particularly love the petition at the end. Indeed, Lord! In the liveliness of our 

school days, may we always come back to You.

May we act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God.

Amen​​

Mrs Hutchinson

Mrs Peach

Charitable Kindness

Thank you to everyone who donated on our non-uniform day on the last day of term.  We raised £1,245.43 

for Save the Children by taking donations for Christmas Jumper Day.

Miss Reynolds

mailto:newsletter@bishopstopford.com
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Safe Space
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Do you know what your children are studying?

In our recent OFSTED Parent View Survey, over 90% of parents responded in the affirmative to the statement “The 

school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year”.  This was really pleasing to see.

Given it is the start of a new term, however, we thought it would still be useful to signpost the following:

Yearly Plans

We produce Curriculum Booklets for students in Years 7-11. These outline what the year will look like across 

individual subjects and other lessons.

These can be found in the Curriculum section of our website and are accessible via Bishop Stopford School - 

Curriculum Booklets 

We do not provide a booklet for Years 12 and 13, but detailed information on individual subject content is provided 

on the Curriculum page of the Sixth Form section of our website: Bishop Stopford School - Curriculum

Termly Plans

Heads of Faculty and Heads of Department have constructed overviews of specific subject-topics students will be 

studying each term. There are versions for each year group, and they are updated for the start of each new term.

The Spring 2026 plan for Year 7 is included in this Newsletter and we will include the Spring plans for other year 

groups over the coming weeks.

All the plans for this term, however, can be found using this link:  Bishop Stopford School – Curriculum Booklets

Mr Kirke

Year 9 Progress Review/Options Evening

This month is a particularly important one for Year 9 students.  Their reports will be issued today. This gives a clear 

indication of current academic progress, based on the KS3 assessment mode built around the levels of BUILDING, 

MEETING, SUSTAINING and EXCELLING.

This report should inform any discussions which take place at the Progress Review/Options Evening, scheduled for 

Thursday 22nd January. This is a face-to-face event, comprising firstly of appointments in the Main Hall and English 

block with teachers of core subjects.

Core subject appointments will be concluded after five minutes – mirroring online Progress Reviews. It is vital that 

we adhere to this time frame to ensure that the evening does not overrun. If there are concerns after this point,  

parents can email the member of staff for follow up.

The second element of the evening is an Options Fair in the Gym. All Options subjects will have stalls and these will 

be staffed by subject teachers as well as by Year 10 students who are currently studying those subjects.

We know parents will want to support their children through the Options Process. One way of doing this is to visit the 

Options page on our website to become fully au fait with the process: Bishop Stopford School - Year 9 Options

The second way is to attend the Options Fair on the evening and raise any queries there.

This will ensure that well-informed and well-considered choices can be made about the most appropriate KS4 

pathway(s).  The online Options Form must be completed by Friday 30th January 2026.

Mr Kirke

https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=107
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=107
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=107
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Curriculum+Booklets&pid=69
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Year+9+Options&pid=68
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Year+9+Options&pid=68
https://www.bishopstopford.com/page/?title=Year+9+Options&pid=68
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Year 7 Curriculum – Spring Term 2026

Parking

We are still receiving complaints from residents about parent parking and irresponsible driving:

• Please do not turn or block residents’ driveways.

• Always consider the impact of your driving on student safety and parking on our neighbours’ rights.

• We have reduced congestion by locating school buses at Highfield Road.  This is a good drop off/pick-up 

point supervised by staff (8 minute walk).

• If you drop off passengers near Kettering Leisure Village, please do so in their car park and not in the 

entrances to adjacent roads e.g. Thurston Drive.

• If you must come on to the Headlands, be aware of your speed and the number of pedestrians.  Drop off no 

further than Glebe Avenue (5 minute walk).

Miss Curchin
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Sports Congratulations

Congratulations to William Howes (13S) who will be remaining in the U18 Premiership 

NextGen Squad at Northampton Saints.

He was selected and played in their league game away to Leicester Tigers last 

Saturday, winning 33-0! He has since been selected to play in their next game away to 

Newcastle RedBulls this Saturday.

Mr Flannigan

Extra-Curricular Sport Timetable

Music News

If students are involved in one of our many musical ensembles, rehearsals start again week commencing 12th 

January.  If students aren’t yet involved the new year is a perfect time to start!  Everyone is welcome.

Mrs Armstrong

.
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunity for an outstanding and 

ambitious individual:

Science Technician

The successful candidate will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and 

governors and will contribute to unlocking students’ unique potential in Science.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to 

hearing from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2025-BSS-05025
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