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NEWSLETTERWeek Ending: 1 March 2024

Next week:
Week A

Assembly Theme:
Faith stories

Bishop Book Week

Events all week

Bishop Book Week

National Careers Week

Monday 4 March

Yr 11 Assembly

Tuesday 5 March

Yr 10 Assembly

Yr 10 Geography Fieldtrip

Wednesday 6 March

Yr 8 & 9 Assembly

Yr 10 Geography Fieldtrip

Thursday 7 March

Yr 7 Assembly

World Book Day

Geography Field Trip

Friday 

Yr 12 & 13 Assembly

Yr 9 Communion

This term is a busy one for the Library, beginning with Book Week and 

the start of shadowing the Yoto Carnegie Award for children’s writing. 

Students interested in shadowing the Award should submit their 

expression of interest to Miss Wood in the Library by Friday 8th March. 

The group meets once a week to discuss the books and takes part in a 

regional event on the day the winner of the Award is announced. This 

year, we are delighted to be hosting this event and we look forward to 

lots of book chat, quizzing and a chance to meet with other schools 

and share our love of reading.

Book week competitions and quizzes are open to all year groups. All 

entries are to be submitted in the Library by Thursday 7th March. 

Judging and presentation of prizes will take place on 8th March. There 

will be a book sale in the Library Monday to Wednesday and books 

will be priced at 20p each. Students are reminded to ensure they have 

a book with them each day to read throughout the week, as we 

celebrate our whole school reading culture.

Later this term, we have our annual “Get Caught Reading” 

competition, where we celebrate reading in the most unusual place. 

Over the years there have been some fantastic entries showing 

students “caught reading” in wild and wonderful ways. 

Miss Wood

For further details on Reading Week Activities, please see page 9.

St Johann, Austria
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We are a Church of England School

Mr Smith 

What is beauty? Even our dictionary definitions are wishy-washy and none too helpful. The Cambridge dictionary 

states beauty as the quality of being pleasing and attractive, especially to look at. 

But what does this mean? What appears pleasing to me might be unattractive to you. Yet our world and media 

have so much to say to us about what beauty is: fashions and fabrics and the ‘in’ colours; eyebrows, ear-

piercings, lips and lashes.

We are so intently focussed on our smart screens that we walk past snowdrops and daffodils with barely a shrug. 

We are so indoctrinated to see what we can SEE that we fail to give high regard to the ‘inner self, the unfading 

beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight’. (1 Peter 3:4)

With a sigh of relief, I hear you call out: ‘But Beauty is in the eye of the beholder’. And what a relief!

Next Thursday lunchtime, with a group of year 12 Student Chaplains, we are coming together to explore what the 

Bible tells us about beauty. And to ask the fantastic question: 

What if God is the Beholder?

All welcome!

Mrs Hutchinson

“Just before half term, we were blessed to host members from the Diocese of Peterborough, including The Right 

Reverend Jonathan Meyrick, to conduct the licensing of our School Chaplain, Mrs Victoria Hutchinson. 

“The service took place in the afternoon and involved sermons and prayers, hymns and, of course, the licensing 

ceremony itself. What really struck me was just what a unique place Bishop Stopford is… where students, staff 

and the school community were able to come together to be part of something so special.

“We are very grateful for all of the work Mrs Hutchinson does in our school and our community – and we were 

humbled to share this day with her.”

Licencing Service for Mrs Hutchinson

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/quality
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pleasing
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/attractive
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/look
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National Careers Week 4th – 9th March (NCW) is a celebration and promotion of good careers guidance in education 

across the UK.  As a school recognised to be at “Gold” level by the careers sector, we are delighted to take part.

The week aims to increase awareness of job information and career pathways for young people thereby developing 

awareness and excitement about their future pathways.

Research indicates that where students make connections between what they learn at school and the world of work, 

and there is a positive impact on motivation, aspiration and longer-term academic performance. 

Did you know that we have extensive career research resources on the Careers Education hub on Firefly? It is 

updated regularly.  Through these resources we aim to:

Empower students – students can find resources that will help them explore career ideas and link education with 

the world of employment. They can also access information and advice websites, videos, interactive charts, e-books 

and specialist career sites.

Empower parents – a dedicated parent section including guides and website links to help you support your child’s 

aspirations.

Empower our educators – resources to help our teachers link their lessons to the world of work. These resources 

support our achievement of the Gatsby Benchmarks, enhancing and supporting quality teaching. 

If you have not yet explored the Careers Education hub, please do take a look: Careers Education — Bishop 

Stopford School (fireflycloud.net)

Specific events planned for NCW:

During National Careers Week, students in all year groups 

will take part in tutor time and lesson focused activities. We 

will welcome Ross Montgomery back into school to talk to 

Year 7 about life as a writer and Year 9 students will hear 

from Barratt Developments. All students are also welcome at 

our Careers Café on Thursday 7th March during lunchtime 

and Year 12 students are exploring future options at the 

“What Career Live” event at the NEC Birmingham on 1 

March. 

Mrs Castle

National Careers Week

Safe Space

There has been much in the news recently about the government’s view that mobile phones in school can be an 

unhelpful and unnecessary distraction.  At the end of last half term, they released guidance for schools which you 

can read here:  Mobile phones in schools - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Like many schools, we have had a Mobile Device Policy in place for a number of years.  While there are enormous 

benefits to mobile phones and other smart devices, they are a distraction during the school day.  Our policy is 

simple. We have a ‘gate-to-gate’ approach. Students in Years 7 – 11 are expected to turn off their phone at the gate 

and place it in their bag for the school day and only take it out again once they have left the school gate at the end of 

the day.  For Sixth Formers, there are designated areas where they are allowed to use their phones for study 

purposes.

If any student has a mobile phone out during the school day, or it is seen in a place that is not designated, it will be 

confiscated.

If you do need to contact your child during the school day, please do call Reception on 01536 503503 who will be 

able to relay a message to them.

Mrs Smith

https://bishopstopford.fireflycloud.net/departments/careers-education
https://bishopstopford.fireflycloud.net/departments/careers-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools
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Book Week: Key Stage 3 Readathon 4-8 March 2024

This is a sponsored event that raises money for 

the Read for Good, a programme which supports 

children in hospital and provides brand new book 

and resident storytellers to comfort children 

during challenging times. More can be found 

about this great cause here: Read for Good: 

motivating kids to love reading and helping 

disadvantaged children. 

Students will read for 10 minutes in every lesson so will need to have a book (or books!) with them. 

The easiest way to submit sponsorship money is 

via Parent Pay, but we will also accept cash and 

cheques.  Cheques can be made payable to 

Bishop Stopford School and posted in the red 

box at the Finance Office. Any cash or cheques 

must be in a sealed envelope with name and 

form of student with the words ‘KS3 Readathon’.

Year 7 students will enjoy a reading of his novel, The Midnight Guardians, 

and hear the fascinating history behind the plot. Students will also given the 

opportunity to ask the author questions about his career as part of National 

Careers Week.

The Midnight Guardians, published in 2020, has been selected as the 

Waterstones Children’s Book of the Month and has also been chosen as 

one of The Guardian’s Children’s Books of the Year. If students ordered a 

copy of this text, they will be handed out in the morning of the author visit. 

Mr Montgomery will also sign books.

Should anyone wish to read more of Ross’ books in eager anticipation of his visit, please see Mrs Wood in the Library.

Miss Thurlby

It is a pleasure to welcome back award-winning children’s author, Ross Montgomery, next week to celebrate 

World Book Day and promote a love of reading. 

Next week will see the return of the Readathon!

Author Visit

https://readforgood.org/
https://readforgood.org/
https://readforgood.org/
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Year 10 Ski Trip to St Johann in Austria

Over half term, 62 students were accompanied by 8 staff on the annual ski trip.  The journey to St Johann in 

Austria was always going to be a long one, but we hadn’t bargained for road closures in Belgium and a 2 hour 

wait for a new bus tyre to be fitted, which ramped the total journey time up to 26 hours.  Luckily, the ski hire 

shop stayed open especially for us and after fitting everyone with skis, boots and helmets, it was soon dinner 

and an evening of unpacking, ready for the 6 days of skiing ahead.  

The weather over the week can only be described as typically British – ranging from t-shirt weather, a day of 

constant rain then followed by days of light drizzle.  In fact we didn’t see a flake of snow until Friday, when it 

came down incessantly.  The mild conditions meant that the skiing conditions were challenging to say the least, 

but this didn’t stop the enthusiasm and perseverance of what was mainly a group of beginners.  As is always 

our aim, all students progressed from the nursery slopes up the mountain by the end of the week, where they 

were greeted by blue runs that resembled mogul fields rather than the smooth pistes we would have liked. 

If the skiing wasn’t enough, evening activities included ten pin bowling, swimming (which everyone enjoyed so 

much, we went twice!), a visit to Kitzbuhel and an ice hockey match, where the local team were unfortunately 

soundly beaten 4-1.  The week flew by and it wasn’t long before we were packing up the coach for the return 

journey, which thankfully was a mere 19 hours.  

The success of a school ski trip is often measured by the injury 

count! Despite a slight scare on the last day, which thankfully 

turned out to be a slightly sprained ankle, everyone returned fully 

intact. Throughout the week, the behaviour and attitudes of the 

students was exemplary and so I would like to thank them for this.  

A trip like this doesn’t happen without the staff who volunteer to 

give up their half term, so I would like to personally thank the 

following who made the whole trip possible; Mrs Burke, Mrs Glue, 

Mrs Goswell, Miss Reynolds, Mr N Smith, Mrs Wilson and 

particularly Mrs Smith, who put so much time and effort into 

organising the whole trip.

Mr White

A Level Spanish Theatre Trip

“Hola! On the 16th February, my A level Spanish class, Mrs Smith and Ms Graziano ventured into London to 

see the Cervantes Theatre’s interpretation of our set work, ‘La Casa de Bernarda Alba’ by Frederico Garcia 

Lorca. We took the train to St Pancras, then the Underground to Victoria Station, and set off to the highly 

anticipated restaurant for lunch. On the way we saw many of London’s key attractions.  

Once at the restaurant, we were greeted and ordered in Spanish. We enjoyed various Spanish tapas from 

paella to gambas to fried chicken livers. Next was the show. We all thoroughly enjoyed watching what we had 

been reading in class. We were surprised by the personality changes in some characters, but especially the 

inclusion of throat singing? The relevance is still a mystery to us!”

Isabelle Dunn (Yr 12)
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Psychology Students of the Term

Year 12

Cerella Davies, Anjith Abi Jose, Ethan Lee, Joseph Zachariah, Amber Houghton

Year 13

Ellie Eke, Victoria Francis, Anna Hill, Harriet Casey, Rebecca Patterson, Paula Silva, Isabelle Tao, Justin Udo,

Erin Grant, Will Louiseon.

Congratulations to Sophia Lorentzen (7E) who passed her musical theatre award with honours.

Boomerang Education

Congratulations to Mohamed Helal (7C) who won a runner up prize in the 

Oodles/Boomerang Poster Competition for the 11 – 14 age category.

Mr Darby

Science Club

During Science club this half term, we are carrying out dissections of different organs each week. Today we 

dissected eyeballs as shown in the photos. All students in Years 7-9 are welcome to join.

Mrs Redding & Miss Clarke

Music News

We have a number of 

students performing this 

weekend in the Seussical 

Kids organised by NMPAT 

at the Masque Theatre .

Tickets are available from 

The Masque Theatre

Mrs Armstrong

https://masquekettering.co.uk/TheMasqueTheatre.dll/TSelectItems.waSelectItemsPrompt.TcsWebMenuItem_12939.TcsWebTab_12940
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Work Experience Opportunity

NEWS JUST IN! We wanted to let you know about an exciting opportunity coming up as part of the DRAX 

project exclusively for Northampton students.

We have learned of a 5 day in-person work experience with Freefoam Building Products. This experience will 

give students an understanding of the ever-evolving working environment.

Students will work with Freefoam’s Production and Engineering, QSHE, Customer Service, Marketing and 

Sustainability departments.

Opportunity details:

• Age: 14 - 16 

• Application deadline: 06/05/2024

• Dates: 03/06/2024 - 07/06/2024

• Timings: 09:00 - 16:30

• Organisational website: www.freefoam.com 

Students can read more about and apply for the opportunity here: 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/results/?opp=106FF93C-89EF-4620-C2B7-08DC2979CB6F

Mr Smith

Geography Intervention Sessions

GCSE Geography intervention is starting on Monday 4th March during lunchtime and will continue for the 

next 6 weeks.  This is an open invite to all students where there will be a chance to revisit key topic 

concepts and explore exam technique.  There is a different theme for each session, so please encourage 

and remind your child to attend the sessions.

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your child’s Geography teacher. 

Mrs Harvey

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.freefoam.com%26c%3DE%2C1%2CGrMBdfYJSfbtceNaiRG5vSYHV7GgFY0BDhcfVky2haGLOdvZGP6f_jUh5C6Jcwp_EePZ36H7MQZjJ3UTa3DcxS-NKkGcIS7QXvYA_UBuGhM1Y1pKh6-7%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CHPeach%40bishopstopford.com%7Cbb6ff298ca3d47fc5ea608dc376e709f%7Cdfb84607f62648bbb289e9ffdd924070%7C0%7C0%7C638446194678574379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0FwYPzDw84Dzbfs0fKffCWthi9rEuWheG642AyZ%2FGI4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttps%253a%252f%252fwww.speakersforschools.org%252fresults%252f%253fopp%253d106FF93C-89EF-4620-C2B7-08DC2979CB6F%26c%3DE%2C1%2C0yaYyZJqLwEnYSjJ-RymzfMy8Kvrkj5y_2Ogwll8Pj1jUsi1ftat3uBW-1k2Qxl7hVCIaFrJXCh0-iI-SboxJoMCWX-wo9xJ0Bq3xlvMAG2aCULMrsz4r4OV%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7CHPeach%40bishopstopford.com%7Cbb6ff298ca3d47fc5ea608dc376e709f%7Cdfb84607f62648bbb289e9ffdd924070%7C0%7C0%7C638446194678583410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wEmJcPv1tGAtGDMGAtnKsWrBjWCuP5SUb2gc5GQXo3c%3D&reserved=0
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Year 13 Curriculum Spring Term 2024
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Year 13 Curriculum Spring Term 2024 contd…
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Bishop Book Week Activities

Miss Wood
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunities for outstanding and ambitious 

individuals:

Head of Mathematics

Teacher of Mathematics

Teacher of Design Technology (Maternity Leave)

Head of Computer Science

Successful candidates will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and governors and will 

play an integral part within the school.

Please visit our website vacancy page, where you will be able to view additional 

information regarding the role.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to hearing 

from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-02433
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-93506
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-25900
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2024-BSS-54883
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