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Curriculum, Reporting and how to support 
your child academically

Parental Session – August 2023
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What will the next two 
years look like? 
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Core

The Key Stage 4 Curriculum

CoreCore

Options

Wider Studies
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Reporting and Academic 
Support 
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Student Meetings Study Club Subject-led 
interventions 

Tutoring 
Programme

Mentoring 
Programme

White Envelope 
Exercise

Curriculum 
adjustments for 

specific 
students

Pastoral Support (e.g
Think for the Future)

Additional 
English and 

Maths mocks
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Homework
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The Minimum Entitlement – Whole School
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Supporting your child 
through GCSEs 
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• Ensure they attend school.

• Ensure they get enough sleep and exercise and eat well.

• Provide a space for them to work at home – remove distractions wherever possible.

• Take an interest in what they are studying in lessons (the Curriculum Booklets 
issued before the Summer holidays should help with this).

• Talk through their reports with them and look at the advice given on how you could 
support them with identified areas for development.

• Contact the school if you have concerns about their academic progress or feel that 
you need us to provide additional support.
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Practical resources to support time management 
and independent learning at home

Ms Samantha Patrick – Head of Year 10 spatrick@bishopstopford.com

Ms Rebecca Lowdon – Key Stage 4 Leader rlowdon@bishopstopford.com

Mr Gerry Kirke – Assistant Head Curriculum and Intervention  gkirke@bishopstopford.com

Mrs Clare Smith – Deputy Head Pastoral, Safeguarding and Well-being csmith@bishopstopford.com

Ms Glynis Castle – Careers Leader gcastle@bishopstopford.com

Key staff and roles
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Practical resources to support time management 
and independent learning at home

Mrs Rosie Hainsworth - Coordinator for High Achieving Students  rhainsworth@bishopstopford.com

Miss Kirsty Whitehead – Pupil Premium Coordinator kwhitehead@bishopstopford.com

Mrs Bianca McGregor – SENDCo bmcgregor@bishopstopford.com

Key staff and roles

13 14

15 16

17 18



10/09/2023

4

Bishop Stopford School
faith | justice | responsibility | truth | compassion

Where to 
start

Attendance 

Structure.

Planning independent work and revision. 

Preparation – workspace and resources 

Open dialogue between school, students 
and parents.
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Time management and motivation 

• Create a realistic plan or routine. 

• Use Edulink to help manage deadlines. 

• If it is possible have a designated space 

for work – removing distractions. 

Reward motivation.

• Chunk activities, shorten tasks and 

break them down. Use a timer to 

encourage focus and motivation. (20-25 

minutes).
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Our 
approach 
in school

• Retrieval – questions or task that review prior 
learning 

• Questioning – nominative questioning 
• Metacognition – how do you learn?

Revision is integrated into lesson 
planning 

PSHE and learning for life 

Mentoring and tutoring

• Revision support
• Well-being resources 

Assemblies/form time activities 
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Revision resources 
available to all 

• Subject specific recommendations

• GCSEpod

• BBCbitesize
• Seneca

• Kerboodle

• SAMlearning

• CGP Revision Guides 
• Oak Academy

• Exam boards and specification websites
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Dual coding

Retrieval practice 

Knowledge organisers

Application to exam Qs

Recording and revisiting voice notes
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Curriculum, PSHE, form time and 
assemblies. 

Xello – online platform to explore career 
options 

Mrs Castle, careers leadPost-16 
options 

and 
careers
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Dual coding 
Combining words and 
visuals

Condensing notes on topics
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Retrieval practices  

Low-stakes questions - little and often 
quizzing – 20 mins a day 

Revision guides / Kahoot.com / Seneca 
Learning / Quizlet / SAMLearning
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Knowledge organisers 
Useful to shorten or 
summarise topics or 
themes within a subject 

Bishop Stopford School
faith | justice | responsibility | truth | compassion

1. Have a go at the 
question

2. Mark it using the 
mark scheme

3. Highlight what sis 
correct. 

Look at any missed 
marks and rewrite your 
answer to improve it.

The doctors now have new drugs they can use. 

They also have a much better understanding 
of immunity with new vaccinations
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Metacognition at 
home

Flash Cards (Leitner Model)

·Students to test each other (or 
themselves)

·If they get the question incorrect, 
they put it on the pile to look 
at the next day.

·If they get it correct, they put it 
on the pile to look at the day 
after next.

·Follow on: can students apply 
their knowledge to an exam 
question?

Link to video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C20EvKtdJwQ
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