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NEWSLETTERWeek Ending: 4th September 2026

Monday 7 September

Year 11 Collective Worship

Tuesday 8 September

Year 10 Collective Worship

Wednesday 9 September

Year 12 & 13 Collective Worship

Year 12 Transition Information 

Evening for Parents

Thursday 10 September

Year 7 Collective Worship

Year 7-11 Flu Vaccinations

Friday 11 September

Year 8 & 9 Collective Worship

It has been wonderful this week to welcome our students back to 

school after what we trust has been a good summer. The start of 

a new academic year is always a great moment to re-state our 

mission: to unlock the unique potential of everyone who is part of 

our community. 

For some, these are first days at Bishop Stopford School; for 

others these are ‘last days’ – the final year here. And, of course, 

many in between. We know, too, that some families will be new 

to school; others well-versed in our systems. 

The same is true for staff. We said goodbye to some in the 

summer and are now delighted to welcome new colleagues who 

have already been made to feel very much at home:

Mr Davis (Maths) Mrs Gregory (DT) Miss Howes (MFL)

Miss Jones (Drama) Mrs Jeffery (Maths) Mrs King (DT)

Ms Mason (MFL) Miss Safford and Mrs Salisbury (English)

Mr Starmer (TA)

While this week is a new start, it is built on very strong traditions 

which are the hallmark of our wonderful school. The pictures 

above show the delights of the summer because of the incredible 

results our hardworking students achieved. We will continue to 

support each individual in this new year to help them to live up to 

our core values every day. What better way could there be to 

build that sense of belonging which is so precious to us all?

Miss Silverthorne



faith  |  justice  |  responsibility  |  truth  |  compassion 2

Celebration of Achievement

We are a Church of England School

Praying Psalm 19

As we start our new academic year filled with hope and expectation, with thanks and praise, with joy and 

humility, we pray Psalm 19 and particularly its final words:

May the words of my mouth

and the meditation of my heart

be pleasing to you,

O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen

The painting above was created by a group or Year 8 students last term as their Faith in Action project. It will 

soon hang in the Science corridor to complement the three paintings previously painted two years ago - Psalm 

19 verse 1. The Science corridor will have the first verse at one end and the final verse at the other.

Mrs Hutchinson

Our Celebration of Achievement takes place on Thursday 17 September, not December as has been in 

previous years. The event is for students who took GCSE and A Levels this summer and their families. We 

will celebrate each student, with the opportunity for every student to be personally congratulated on stage by 

our Guest of Honour and the school on their many achievements.

Places are at a premium, so please return your reservation as soon as possible.

Guest of Honour this year is Bishop Alex, the newly installed Bishop of Brixworth. We were 

delighted last term to be chosen as the hosts for the national announcement of Bishop Alex 

and then had an exclusive invite to his installation at Westminster Abbey in July. We look 

forward to welcoming him to share his wisdom on this auspicious occasion.

Miss Silverthorne
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Changes to Free School Meals (FSM)

What is changing?

Expanded entitlement for families on Universal Credit

From this September, all children in households receiving Universal Credit will be entitled to free school meals, 

regardless of earnings.

Going forward, there will be two types of eligibility:

• Targeted FSM: for households in receipt of universal credit earning £7,400 or less (includes free meals 

and additional support such as pupil premium).

• Expanded FSM: for households in receipt of universal credit earning above £7,400 (free meals only)

End of transitional protections

Since 2018, some children have continued to receive free school meals, even if their family circumstances 

changed during the rollout of Universal Credit. This is referred to as transitional protections.

Now that entitlement is being expanded to all families on Universal Credit, these protections will end at the end of 

the 2025 to 2026 academic year.

This means:

• Some children may no longer be eligible from the start of the 2026 to 2027 academic year if their family 

does not receive Universal Credit or another qualifying benefit

• Eligibility will now be based on current benefit status

What you need to do

Based on new government guidelines parents and carers will now need to re-verify eligibility annually (between 1 

July & 30th September). Outcomes will be ‘eligible- targeted’, ‘eligible-expanded’ or ‘not eligible. This applies to 

ALL families.

North Northants:

Applications must be made through the Parent Portal. You will need to create an account:

https://northnorthamptonshire.synergy.hsc.accessacloud.com/SynergyWeb/

West Northants:

Complete the online application form:

Free school meals and pupil premium | West Northamptonshire Council

If you have any questions regarding these changes, please get in touch: pnorwood@bishopstopford.com

Safe Space – Return to School

Mrs Smith

Mrs Norwood

It is lovely to hear the school full of noise as we begin the new school year.  It’s been wonderful to welcome students 

back and to meet our new students.  We know that the coming weeks will be an adjustment as we transition back 

into the usual routines. Ensuring uniform and bags are ready the night before, and setting the alarm clock a little 

earlier all help to support this.

To ensure a very positive start, there are a few reminders to keep the community safe:

• Students must be in their form rooms at 8:35 and therefore on site by 8:30;

• Students who arrive before 8:15 must be in central spaces: the Foyer or the area outside it, or the Olive Grove;

• Parents are not allowed to drop students off on the school site without prior arrangement (eg for exceptional 

medical reasons). If you drive your child to school, please drop off at Glebe Avenue or higher up the Headlands 

for safety reasons.

If you have any queries regarding your child, please email their form tutor or Head of Year; if you have a general 

query, please email the Main Office via enquiries@bishopstopford.com.

https://northnorthamptonshire.synergy.hsc.accessacloud.com/SynergyWeb/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/help-cost-going-school/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/help-cost-going-school/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium
mailto:pnorwood@bishopstopford.com
mailto:enquiries@bishopstopford.com


faith  |  justice  |  responsibility  |  truth  |  compassion 4

As students return to school for the new academic year, the Children’s Commissioner has written to us to ask for 

support in completing her national survey, The Big Future.

The survey can be completed here:

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture.

She says, ‘I would be very grateful if you could support your pupils to fill out the survey at the start of term by:

• sharing the survey directly with pupils through your school or college email system;

• sharing it with parents and carers across your wider school community; and

Every child’s voice matters, and I want to make sure that children and young people in every school and college, 

in every community, have the opportunity to shape the picture of childhood that I will share with Government.

Thank you for your support in helping to make sure your pupils’ voices are heard as we begin the new school 

year.

Yours sincerely,

Dame Rachel de Souza

Children’s Commissioner for England

UKMT Maths Challenges 2026/2027

We're excited to be running the full UKMT Maths Challenges programme again this year — a great chance for our 

students to test themselves against national competition, sharpen their problem-solving skills, and, for top 

performers, qualify for exciting follow-on rounds.

Senior Challenge — Wed 7th October: all Year 12 and year 13 Maths students will be entered. If a student in Year 

13 wishes to opt out they can do so. If this is the case, they must contact me (wlewis@bishopstopford.com) before 

Friday 11th September.

Intermediate Challenge — Wed 27th January: for Year 9 Group A and Year 10 Group A students; opt-in for Year 

10 Groups B/C and Year 11 Groups A/B. Further information will be sent out nearer the time.

Junior Challenge — Wed 5th May: for Year 7 and 8 Group A students. Top scorers qualify for the Junior Kangaroo 

or Junior Mathematical Olympiad in June! Further information will be sent out closer to the time.

If you have any questions regarding these challenges, please contact me.

Good luck to all our mathematicians!

The Big Future Survey – have your say!

Mr Lewis

Ready for lessons

As we welcome students to the start of a new school year, please follow the link for a reminder of classroom 

equipment students need each day.  School Uniform - Bishop Stopford School

Mr Keane

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
mailto:wlewis@bishopstopford.com
https://www.bishopstopford.com/home/parents/school-uniform
https://www.bishopstopford.com/home/parents/school-uniform
https://www.bishopstopford.com/home/parents/school-uniform
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Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunities for outstanding and ambitious 

individuals:

Finance Manager

Exams Office Manager

Teaching Assistant

The successful candidates will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and governors and will 

contribute to unlocking students’ unique potential.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to hearing from 

you.

Cucina

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2026-BSS-44156
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2026-BSS-13174
https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2026-BSS-20956
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