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Week Ending:  10 October 2025 

Next week:
Week A

Assembly Theme:
Who are we? 

Events all Week:

Govilon 7C & 7W

Monday 13 October

Year 11 Collective Worship

Year 7-11 Flu Vaccinations

Tuesday 14 October

Year 10 Collective Worship

Wednesday 15 October

Year 12 Collective Worship

Thursday 16 October

Year 7 Collective Worship

Parent Event – Supporting 

your Year 11 Child 

6.00pm – 7.15pm

Friday 17 October

Year 8 Collective Worship

Year 9 Communion

>Something More?

At our school, we know that the key to unlocking the unique potential of 

all students is providing varied and enriching experiences. We strive to do 

this in a number of ways – the day in, day out taught curriculum being the 

bedrock of all that we do. Equally important – and some may say even 

more important from the perspective of making memories – are the 

enrichment opportunities we offer.

Last Friday we hosted our annual Clubs and Societies Fair. (Think of it 

like a university Freshers’ Fair – but without the alcohol!) This enables us 

to showcase the huge range of societies clubs and opportunities for 

students to get involved in. Over seventy (yes, you heard that right – over 

70!) clubs and societies are available for students to join, from Chess to 

Crochet and Computing to CrossFit.

A huge number of these clubs and societies are student-led, thus 

providing a great opportunity not only for students to join, have fun and 

make new friends, but also to develop organisational, leadership and 

mentoring skills.

Our wider offer includes a broad range of music and sport clubs. These 

range from hockey, football, strength & conditioning and rugby to brass 

band, ukelele magic and junior and senior choirs. In fact, if you add all the 

music, sport and other clubs and societies, students could be occupied 

for the weekends as well as week days!

Our ambition is that, by working together to provide a wealth of wider 

curricular opportunities, we can enrich the experience of all students, thus 

unlocking their unique potential.

Mr Keane

Peterborough Cathedral
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We are a Church of England School

Core Values in Action

If you know of a student who may be eligible for a Core Values in Action award, email newsletter@bishopstopford.com 

Mrs Peach

Our Core Values in Action awards recognise students for embodying our school’s values in their local communities.  

We always love to celebrate their contributions which represent our school so well.

The following students receive CViA awards this week:

• Uriel Pledger (11P) took part in the Stride and Ride.  He cycled 22 miles, visited 7 churches and raised £195 for

St Peter’s Church, Raunds.

• Edward Harker (7E) gave up his lunch break to take another student with an injury to the medical room. 

‘Was this how you thought the world was going to be like?'

At our Clubs Fair last Friday, the Chapel stand sat alongside the Science club, Feminist Soc, Dentistry Soc, 

Crochet Club and Art Group. The Hall was teeming with energy - sixth form society leaders, teachers and 

interested students.

We had a flip chart which asked the question: IF YOU COULD ASK GOD ONE QUESTION, WHAT WOULD 

IT BE?

We ended up with two pages overflowing with some profound questions. Our young people are curious and 

inquisitive and thoughtful. These questions will not be ignored and I hope to use them for future assemblies.

How do you 
pick peoples’ 
life pathways?

How do we 
know you 
are real ?

Why is there
pain in the 
world?

Are you proud 
of us?

Why do 
you love 
us?

Mrs Hutchinson

mailto:newsletter@bishopstopford.com
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Safe Space - Othering 

In assemblies this week, we have been focusing on the concept of ‘othering’. This term is used to describe the 

action of viewing or treating a person or group of people as intrinsically different from and alien to ourselves.

Our assemblies have enabled us to have an opportunity to think about how and why othering takes place and the 

actions we can pro-actively take to keep our community safe and inclusive.

The most recent attacks on the synagogue in Manchester and the mosque in Peacehaven highlight the 

vulnerability faced by many minority groups. As a school community, we stand in solidarity with these groups and 

aim to be upstanders for the marginalised. We recognise that, for many families, school is a safe haven away 

from the derogatory, abusive or racist treatment that they have experienced in the wider community.

We’re enormously proud of our student body and their celebration of diversity within our community. One of our 

public celebrations is Culture Day. Last year, this was a glorious opportunity for students to showcase their 

heritage and it was full of joy and pride. We look forward to this year’s event at the end of the half term.

We’re conscious, however, that it is set against a more troubled local and national backdrop, where flags are 

sometimes being used to intimidate members of the community. Given this context, some schools may choose to 

ban flags, Instead, we are encouraging our young people to own their flags with pride. We believe that our young 

people deserve the opportunity to demonstrate how they can draw people together rather than used to divide. Any 

use of a flag to condemn, reject or denigrate others, will of course, be treated as an act with the intent to abuse.

The Sanctuary Foundation has produced an excellent video which explains more about the history of the St 

George flag which we have shared with students. We’d encourage families to watch it and talk about it together. 

The video can be found here or via the Sanctuary Foundation website.

It has been hugely encouraging to spend the week speaking with students about this important topic and hearing 

their positive, thoughtful and mature responses. Our students exemplify what society can be like: engaged, 

interested and open to the views of others. Thank you for your encouragement of these attitudes and our core 

values.

If you have concerns, or would like to discuss this further, please don’t hesitate to be in touch via your child’s 

Head of Year or enquiries@bishopstopford.com 

Mrs Smith

Year 6 into 7 Open Events

It has been a very positive week, with many visitors on three Open Mornings and one Open Evening.

There has been nothing but positive praise from visitors for the way in which our wonderful students have 

interacted with them. They have been described as ‘Helpful’, ‘Knowledgeable’, ‘Confident’ and ‘Engaging’. 

The phrase ‘They are an absolute credit to your school’ was said to me countless times.

I am so proud of every student who has taken part in these events. Year 8 guides and Sixth Form students 

deserve the highest praise for what they have communicated with our visitors over the four days. 

The deadline for applications is 31st October 2025. Please click here to create an account and complete 

your application.

Miss Silverthorne

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAMOP4-dES4
mailto:enquiries@bishopstopford.com
http://bishopstopford.applicaa.com/SIF
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Sports News

Congratulations to Teo Khan (9G), Amish Singodia (9D) and Stanley Nicholls (9Y) who have been selected for 

the Under 15 Boys County Hockey Squad this season:

Results for the recent Inter House Parkrun below:

Mr Young

Music Congratulations

On Tuesday 7th October, our brass octet once again had the privilege of leading the hymns in Peterborough 

Cathedral for the annual schools’ service (photo on front page). It is always an inspiring occasion, and 

wonderful for our students to perform in such a magnificent building.  Our students represented the school 

beautifully.  Huge thanks to Mr Turnbull for preparing for this special event.

Peter Cantley, Director of Education at the Diocese said, “Thank you so much for all that you contributed to 

such a fabulous service. It’s a lovely experience for students in our schools to come together to play and sing in 

Peterborough Cathedral each year. Bishop Stopford School brass ensemble sounded marvellous.”

Mrs Armstrong

Northamptonshire Education Awards

We are incredibly proud of two staff members who 

are finalists in the Northamptonshire Education 

Awards!  Mrs Rogers-Hussey is a finalist for the 

lifetime achievement award and Mrs N Smith is a 

finalist for the Equality, Diversity and Inclusion 

champion award!

Miss Silverthorne
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Year 12 Curriculum – Autumn Term
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Year 12 Curriculum – Autumn Term contd… 
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Sixth Form Open Evening
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunity for an outstanding and 

ambitious individual:

Senior Science Technician

The successful candidate will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and 

governors and will contribute to unlocking students’ unique potential.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to 

hearing from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2025-BSS-64684
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