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#BestOfBishop

Next week:
Week B

Assembly Theme:
>English: The Gift of 
Language

Events All Week

Bishop Book Week

GCSE Food Practical Exams

National Careers Week

Monday 2 March

Year 11 Collective Worship

Tuesday 3 March

Year 10 House Games

Year 11 English Lecture

Wednesday 4 March

Year 12 Collective Worship

Thursday 5 March

Year 7 Collective Worship

World Book Day

Friday 6 March

Year 8 & 9 Collective Worship

Year 12 Bishop Lecture

Bishop Book Week

Bishop Book Week takes place next week, incorporating World Book 

Day on Thursday 5th March - a week of quizzes, activities and 

competitions. Students can enter the ‘Design a National Book Token’ 

competition with the chance to win prizes for themselves, their form 

and the school. There will be a bumper book sale on Wednesday and 

Thursday in the library, rounding out the week with a quiz on Friday.

On World Book Day, students can win a £10 Amazon voucher by 

finding the six staff who will be dressed up as literary characters.

Additionally, students have been busy taking part in the "Doors to 

Imagination" competition – a competition to dress their tutor group door 

in a theme linked to a book. And there’s a box of board games as the 

prize for the most creative door. The entries are looking fabulous and 

really showcase how enthusiastic we are as a school about reading 

and all things books.

Book Tokens to claim a free World Book Day book are available in the 

Library. These can be used until 12th March.

Earlier this term, students were invited to complete a reading habits 

questionnaire. This has provided us with invaluable insights into what 

they would like to see in the Library. Plans are in place to

put their wishes into practice.

Students will have information about the week’s activities 

shared with them in form time and on Edulink.

Miss Wood
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We are a Church of England School

Core Values in Action

If you know of any student who you think is eligible for a Core Values in Action award, please email 

newsletter@bishopstopford.com 

Our Core Values in Action awards recognise students for embodying our school’s values in their local 

communities.  We always love to celebrate their contributions which represent our school so well.

Well done to Orlaith Corkerry 7D - Orlaith regularly helps with the church teas at St Edwards and has done for a 

number of years.

Mrs Peach

Our Week A assemblies are considering the >Something More? – the spiritual dimensions -  of our school subjects.

Before half term, Mr Reilly (Head of Computer Science) opened our minds to the beauty of the individual personality 

and soul, the hands and mind which lie behind created things. He showed us that this is something which AI cannot 

replicate as it is a soulless 'thing'. He made this point so powerfully by sharing the handwritten story by his 4-year-old 

niece: AI could never replace the essence of the uniqueness of her writing.

This week, Mr Holvey (Head of Physics) has shared passionately about Science and how he came to a faith in God 

as revealed in The Bible. He explained how compatible he found faith and science.

Mrs Pointer (English teacher) said, 'It was really interesting to hear about how the story of Creation can be explained 

from a scientific viewpoint as well as how closely linked these theories are to what we are taught in the Bible. It is 

evident that science and the Bible are not juxtaposed in what they convey about God's creation: believing in one 

does not mean that you cannot believe in the other as well. Thank you, Mr Holvey, for opening my eyes to the 

similarities.'

Why not ask your children about these assemblies and what has impacted them?

Mrs Hutchinson

mailto:newsletter@bishopstopford.com
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Safe Space

This week, we have been informed by our colleagues at the Local Authority of a 

new image being used for young people to acquire drugs.  The image contains a 

QR code which, when scanned, opens a website that appears legitimate.   

The image’s likeness to a popular fast food chain makes it even more concerning. 

Younger students may well not recognise the adaptations and could therefore be 

exposed to inappropriate content. 

We would encourage families to have open conversations about this image, or 

scanning the QR codes of other, unknown posters or stickers seen in town.

If you do see this sticker, please report its location via this online form: 

QR Code-Report Form – Fill in form 

Guidance for parental controls, enabling safe access for devices, as well as an exploration of the relative risks, can 

be found here: 

QR Codes - what's the real risk? - NCSC.GOV.UK 

Complete Parental Controls Guide UK 2025: Step-by-Step Setup for Every Device - GEEKEDCARTREE 

How to set up parental controls for smartphones and social media - Which?

Use Parental Controls to Keep Your Child Safe | NSPCC

If you are concerned about your child, or another at the school, please contact their form tutor or Head of Year.

 Mrs Smith

Parking

It is disappointing that, on our return after half term, we have received numerous complaints from residents about 

parent parking and irresponsible driving. This is currently affecting the Thurston Drive area. If you drop off 

passengers near Kettering Leisure Village, please so do in their car park and not in the entrances of adjacent 

roads.

In addition, may we remind you yet again of the simple rules we have in place for safety and courtesy:

• Do not turn in or block residents’ driveways.

• Always consider the impact of your driving and parking on our neighbours.

• We have reduced congestion by locating school buses on Highfield Road. This is a good drop off/pick-up point 

supervised by staff (8 minute walk).

• If you must come on to the Headlands, be aware of your speed and the number of pedestrians. Drop off no 

further than Glebe Avenue (5 minute walk).

Miss Silverthorne

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9rFq2WDmUE2ez1oK8hIXl9C94gBuKBdDsCcByPAaGnhUMzFTVkNHQ1ZKWklXSkVKMDRNNlZBMk1KMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9rFq2WDmUE2ez1oK8hIXl9C94gBuKBdDsCcByPAaGnhUMzFTVkNHQ1ZKWklXSkVKMDRNNlZBMk1KMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9rFq2WDmUE2ez1oK8hIXl9C94gBuKBdDsCcByPAaGnhUMzFTVkNHQ1ZKWklXSkVKMDRNNlZBMk1KMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9rFq2WDmUE2ez1oK8hIXl9C94gBuKBdDsCcByPAaGnhUMzFTVkNHQ1ZKWklXSkVKMDRNNlZBMk1KMS4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=9rFq2WDmUE2ez1oK8hIXl9C94gBuKBdDsCcByPAaGnhUMzFTVkNHQ1ZKWklXSkVKMDRNNlZBMk1KMS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/qr-codes-whats-real-risk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/qr-codes-whats-real-risk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/qr-codes-whats-real-risk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/qr-codes-whats-real-risk
https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/blog-post/qr-codes-whats-real-risk
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://geekedcartree.co.uk/family/parental-controls-guide-uk/
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phones/article/how-to-set-up-parental-controls-for-smartphones-and-social-media-a5UmW9B05R6O
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phones/article/how-to-set-up-parental-controls-for-smartphones-and-social-media-a5UmW9B05R6O
https://www.which.co.uk/reviews/mobile-phones/article/how-to-set-up-parental-controls-for-smartphones-and-social-media-a5UmW9B05R6O
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/parental-controls/
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Key Stage 3 Readathon

Alongside our many other activities for Book Week, students in years 7-9 will be 

taking part in a Readathon for the ‘Read for Good’ charity (2nd - 6th March).

The charity supports children in hospital and provides brand new book and 

resident storytellers to comfort children during challenging times. More can be 

found about this great cause here: Read for Good: motivating kids to love 

reading and helping disadvantaged children.  

To support the charity, students will have 10 minutes in lessons dedicated to 

reading to achieve their reading goal for the week. The easiest way to submit 

sponsorship money is via Parent Pay, but we will also accept cash and 

cheques.  Cheques can be made payable to Bishop Stopford School and 

students can post these in the labelled red box outside the Finance Office. 

Please ensure that any cash or cheques are in a sealed envelope with name 

and form of student with the words ‘KS3 Readathon’. The deadline for 

sponsorship received in school is Friday 13th March. 

Please note that sponsors can also be made directly on the Read For Good 

website if you select ‘sponsor a child’.  

As a thank you, Read for Good send the school a voucher with a value of 20% 

of the total we have raised.

Miss Thurlby

Chair of Governors

The Chair of Governors’ role is a vital one to ensure the health and ongoing 

success of our school.

This week was the final one for Reverend Canon Brian Withington as our 

Chair of Governors. Brian has been associated with governance at our 

school since academisation in 2012. His contributions and leadership have 

been wise, thoughtful and godly – inspirational to us all. We will really miss 

his guidance and his selfless willingness to share so much time and wisdom 

with us. We would also like to thank his very long-suffering wife for enabling 

him to undertake this role for so long!

As we move into a new phase without Brian, we welcome Mrs Clare Holden 

to lead our governors. Clare has a long association with governance in 

education, having led governors of a Northamptonshire primary school. She 

has been a member of our governing board since 2023.

We look forward to the continued work of our governors – those who are 

parent, staff, community and Foundation governors – to ensure our school 

continues to deliver education to the highest standards. We would also like 

to thank all of them for their generosity in taking on this highly accountable 

volunteer role.

Miss Silverthorne

 

https://readforgood.org/
https://readforgood.org/
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Congratulations to “A Kind of Blue” who performed an amazing set in HMV 

Kettering last Saturday.

The band performed for 45 mins and attracted quite a crowd! Their set 

comprised classics from the swing era, such as Mr Sandman, Fly Me to the 

Moon and ‘Aint Misbehaving, among many others. They were very 

professional and even had talent spotters trying to recruit them for local Jazz 

nights!

Well done to Edward Hoadley, keyboard, Ella Adu, vocals & George Mears, 

drums.

'A Kind of Blue' will be performing at our Spring concert on 19th March, both 

as the audience and arrive, and as part of the concert - do come and see them 

in action

Music Exam Success

Well done to Esther Turner 7P for passing grade 2 Piano with distinction.

Mrs Armstrong

Musical Success

Goodbye X, Hello Instagram! 

As a school we have decided to  move from X as our primary method for communication on social media. Concerns 

over harmful content and the need for safer communication, alongside X’s alignment with values which do not reflect 

those of our school community, have led to this decision. 

We will move to Instagram and our existing Facebook platform will remain. There are various actions we will need to 

take to make the move successfully, and so main school Instagram account will become live after the Easter holidays.  

We wish to continue to engage with as many stakeholders as possible via our social media channels and provide 

clear, positive, and trusted information. As always, our social media accounts will continue to be reviewed and 

regularly monitored. 

More details on how to find us on Instagram will follow shortly. I look forward to sharing information and showcasing 

students’ activities and achievements with you through these platforms.

Miss Duffy
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Year 12 Curriculum – Spring Term 2026
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Cucina

Recruitment

We currently have the following exciting opportunity for an outstanding and 

ambitious individual:

Teacher of English

The successful candidate will work alongside colleagues, senior staff and 

governors and will contribute to unlocking students’ unique potential.

We hope you are excited by the opportunity to work with us.  We look forward to 

hearing from you.

https://mynewterm.com/jobs/137086/EDV-2026-BSS-89549
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